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known as the County Poor Farm
Cemetery, its several dozen limestone
torbstones inside a hlack wrought-iro
fence mark the final resting places of
sorme of the county's less-favored
residents fromtimes long past.

Cwenied by Livingston County, which rmaintains it still, the cerretery - just east of |
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County Farm Road- was estahlished in 1871 as a placeto bury the poar and
those county residents who were boarded in "poor homes, " according tolocal
historians and histaric al records. The county's poor homewas near the

cemetery on the grounds ofthe 200-acre County Poar Fartr, land that is now

hometo the subdivision.
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keth Christianson, who lives with his family in a new home adjacert to the
cermetery, saidit's no big deal living next toa graveyard. "The kids play aver
there soretimes," he said. "We don't think it's spooky or scary. And t's cetainby
not haunted.”

Christiansan's wifg, Elizaheth, said she heard that some peaople who were
considering purchasing homes in the subdivizion decided not to buy because
of the cemetery next door, "But | dont rrind it," she said "They're guiet
neighbars.”

According to Paul Curlett, editor of the Pinckney Dispatch during the 19403
and '50s, residents of the poor house raized food enough to feed themsehies
and sold any surplus to provide funds to operate the facility. In addition to poor
and elderly peaple, the farmwas home to some children and also "took mental
cases," Curlettwwrote in an aricle reprinted in "Pinckney Pathways " a history
hoak caormpiled by Milton Charboneau, archivist at the Howell Carnegie District
Library .

Foaor farms provided a wiay for commmunities ta deal with indigent and mentally
deficient residents in the days before the Social Security and welfare systems.
Livingston County histarical recards show the farmwas a 215-acre warking
farm, purchased by the county in 1871 framfarmer HiramiWing.

The Livingston County Board of Supervisars directed that a poor house or
infirrmary, to house "the poar and insane," be buit on the property within the
first wear after the county took possession of it. That two-stary brick building
served until 1937, when a fire destroyed the facility,

Theinfirmary was relocated to a former golf clubhouse on the northeast shore
of Thompson Lake in Qceola Township. That facility housed indigent and
rrentally irmpaired people until 19687 Itwas razed in 1971

Az the holidays approached last month, no weaths ar flowers brightensd the



Cemetery for poor apart of subdivision

County Foor Farm Cemetery. ¥While it's not untended, warm weather has
alloweed the grassto continue growing, parially obscuring some of the stones
Some ofthemhave fallen over. The cemetery stands as a rather shagay,
poignant rerminder of the past.
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The youngest person interred in the

cemetery, according to records gathered by genealogist Pam Rietsch, is
Zrmanthold Albert Peterson, who died Oct. 16, 1884, The aldest is 91-yvear-old
Susan Green, who came to Livingston County fromMew Y ork gate and was a
resident of the poor house when she died Sept. 24, 1910,

Between 65 and 87 people were huried in the cemetery, depending on which
recordsyou use. Discrepancies exist, patly hecause these histories are aften
aral and reflect a lat of second-hand infarmation, Beardsley said



Also, rumors abound. Christianson said he has heard that the cemetery, asitis
located nowy, isn'twhere the hodies are actually buried. Instead, he has heard
they weare huried throughout the 200-plus acres - and when developers hegan
digging haserrents, they found a lot mare than dirt.

Beardsley said a more likely explanation isthat some folks who couldn't afford
burial plots in other cemeteries sneaked their deceased in and huried therm
unmarked, and it could he those remains that have occasionally been
discovered - if any remains have actually been found.

"l'wiould think that ithe present location of the cemetery) is the general vicinity
of the ariginal cemetery,” she said.

Thefirst hurial on record at the cemetery, accarding to Ristsch's research, was
that of 1-year-old Edith Roebacher, who died March 3, 1872, The last recorded
burial was that of John Park, who was 63 when he died on June 23, 1934, After
that titne, burials for the indigent apparently shited tothe potter's fields st
aside in some other area cerreteries.

There is little or no infarmation available for most of those buried in the County
Foor Famm Cemetery, Beardsley and Rietsch say. Most of the deceased had
no relatives in the area. Some were widows without children. Others were
sirrply the last of their lines.

Sorre probably surived one ar anather infectious disease that took their toll on
farrilies and the community as a whaole. Interestingly, anly one death is noted to
havwe occurred in 1912 and one in 19149 the years of the Spanish flu pandemic,
which killed an estimated 50 million to 100 million worldwide.

Thetidbits of inforrmation that are av ailable - in census records, newwspaper
clippings and genealogical recards - do little to explain how someone ended up
inthe County Poor Farm Cermetery. Samuel Bell, for example, died in 1928 &t
age 83, As recently as eight vears befare his death, Bell - a single man - was
the head of a household in Green Oak Township. But by the time he died, he
milst have heen destitute. Did he lose his home because he was too old to
wotk™ Did an injury arillness sideling him® Did he have naofriends or relativ es
to take himin at the last?

The recards found =a far for Bell and mary others, unfortunately, dont provide
enough detail to answer those questions. But Beardsley, Rietzch and others in
the county continue to search for mare information.

"These cemeteries are our history," Beardsley said. "we want people to know
they're not being forgotten or neglected.”
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