
Introduction 
 
 This project began in the fall of 2005 when the Marion Township Clerk, Tammy 
Beal, expressed interest in forming a group to assess the condition the three township 
owned cemeteries: Green, Harger, and Lakeside. She recruited a group of volunteers to 
dedicate their time to caring for these old cemeteries. This group began meeting on a 
regular basis and established the following goals: cleaning the cemetery grounds of trash 
and debris, removing excess and over-grown vegetation, cleaning and repairing broken 
headstones, and updating the burial records of the cemeteries. 
 
 This last task seemed to be the most daunting. At the time, the township burial 
records were stored in several different places and formats. More significantly, most of 
the old burials were without any records at all. Another challenge was to correlate the 
burial records to the correct location in each cemetery. This is the task that I felt most 
compelled by. 
       
 I consulted the township records, along with those of the sexton, Tom Lloyd, to 
come up with a list of what the township already knew. I next looked at the previous 
cemetery transcriptions (mostly by the D.A.R. in the 1940’s) to see what was missing. I 
quickly discovered that there were many differences between the two sources, as well as 
burials included in the township records that were not in the D.A.R. transcriptions and 
vice-versa. It became obvious that the best way to reconcile the two with each other, and 
to the headstones at the cemeteries, would be to create a new set of transcriptions. 
 
 The transcription records for these cemeteries are very good, but were in need of 
updating. The D.A.R. transcriptions were done in the 1940’s, and thus were missing 60 
years of burials. These transcriptions also missed several headstones that were present in 
the 1940’s and made many factual errors in the ones that were recorded. In addition, the 
biggest difficulty in using these transcriptions is that the recorded names are in no real 
order, and it is impossible to know where in the cemetery each headstone is. 
 
 Thus, I decided that the new transcriptions would be “georeferenced,” that is, 
each recorded name would also include the burial location. Thankfully, the township has 
old maps for its three cemeteries that have numbers for each lot, along with the historical 
lot owners listed. From here, I could get a good idea of which headstone went with each 
lot, but uncertainty still existed. The big question was, where exactly did each lot fall on 
the ground in the cemetery? This task would require updated maps. 
 
 In a modern cemetery, the task of locating the lots on the ground would be 
accomplished by simply measuring the location of the lot markers. However, these 
cemeteries are quite old, and the lot markers (if they ever existed) have long since been 
obliterated. For several years, the cemetery sextons have relied on the physical location 
of headstones and burial vaults to determine the where the graves actually are. This is 
essentially what I did.   
 



 A surveying instrument known as a total station was used to precisely measure the 
location of every headstone in each cemetery. In addition, the boundary markers for each 
cemetery were also located in this manner. Once this was done, the headstones were 
plotted in AutoCAD software to determine where the stones were located relative to the 
cemetery boundaries. Using the information depicted on the old township maps, I was 
able to reconcile the location of each headstone to its corresponding lot. I then used 
AutoCAD to create maps for each cemetery depicting the correct lot location. These are 
included with the transcriptions. 
 
 From a quick visual inspection, one can see that the actual location of the lots 
does not match the plotted locations of the lots as found on the old township maps. This 
is because of the inexact nature in which the graves have been laid out over the years. In 
addition, headstones have been moved, misplaced, or lost. However, the existing 
headstone locations remain the best evidence of the lot locations available. 
 
 It is also apparent that there is a wealth of information available in the township 
records that are not known simply by examining a headstone. This is especially true if 
someone was buried without a marker. These new transcriptions were designed to include 
the vital information found in the township records. 
 
    About the Transcriptions    
 
 There are separate transcriptions recorded for the three township owned 
cemeteries. All of the transcriptions have every lot listed on the left side of each page. 
Each lot includes a historical owner listed with the lot. These names come from the old 
township maps on record. Most new lots have multiple owners and are shown as such. If 
no owner is known of record, then such is noted as well. The names of those buried in 
each lot are listed next. For the most part, these names are listed north to south. The 
surname of each person listed is shown in capital letters. In some instances names shown 
on a headstone will just be a given name. If the surname is known, it will be shown with 
the given name. With the exception of those instances, all information shown is as it 
appears on the headstones or monuments. Any notes or comments added by the author 
are shown in parentheses.  
 
 In many instances, the older headstones are very difficult to read. If this is so, it is 
noted and in some cases a question mark is shown to let the reader know that doubt 
exists. Also, the D.A.R. transcriptions were sometimes used to help clarify what is 
inscribed in the stones. If this is the case, then “(DAR)” appears in the text.  
 
 All information provided by the township records is also shown in parentheses. 
This includes birth dates, death dates, burial dates, birth locations, death locations, ages at 
death, cremations, and veteran status. Although this information always appears in 
parenthesis, the name of the person interred never does. In instances where the burial is 
without a headstone, such is noted in the record. 
 



 At the end of each cemetery transcription there is also a listing of names of those 
buried for whom a burial location is unknown. These come from the township records 
and most-likely represent those buried without a headstone. In other instances, perhaps 
those listed were buried in a different cemetery, but somehow were recorded with Marion 
Township. Whatever the case may be, these names are shown for the record. 
 
    Other Cemeteries  
 
 There are also two other cemeteries that are found in Marion Township. These are 
the Livingston County Poor Farm Cemetery and the Drew Cemetery. These cemeteries 
are not owned or cared for by the township; however, they are a part of the history of the 
township and are included herein. There are no historical maps of these cemeteries and 
there are no burial records. These cemeteries were mapped out just as the other burial 
grounds and created a lot naming convention to correspond to how the other cemeteries 
had been done. Again, the D.A.R. transcriptions were used to help decipher the 
inscriptions on the stones found in these cemeteries. 
 
 Marion Township also is home to a mystery cemetery. In the 1895 Atlas of 
Livingston County, a cemetery is shown in the Southwest quarter of Section 29, on the 
west side of Hinchey Road, and on land owned by Felix Basing. It is unknown if a 
cemetery actually exists at this location, or if this is a mapping error. There are no visible 
grave markers at this location and a search at the county Register of Deeds Office did not 
find any land record of a cemetery in this section. Also, Felix Basing and his family are 
buried in Gilkes Cemetery and the cemetery does not appear in any other atlas of 
Livingston County.  
 
             Cemetery Descriptions and Histories 
 
 Each cemetery also includes a brief description of the location and layout of the 
lots. In addition, an in-depth history is included with the description of each cemetery. 
These histories include all of the recorded information of the past, including first known 
burials, land transactions, other published histories, and cemetery maps. All facts and 
quotations are cited and the sources can be found on the Works Cited page. 
 
           Master Index   
 
 The D.A.R. cemetery transcriptions were performed without the benefit of an 
index to help quickly find those interred in each cemetery. Pam Rietch has since 
compiled such an index for the D.A.R. records, but I included a new index as well for 
these transcriptions. The names included on the index include all of those known to be 
buried in Marion Township. Each name is listed along with which cemetery and lot the 
burial occurred. For Harger Cemetery, there are sections and lots for the burials. Thus, 
these names have two numbers, the first is the section, and the second is the lot. In 
addition, the names of the lot owners are included only if that person does not appear in 
any other record. Burials of unknown locations are listed simply as “unk” for unknown.   
 



         Acknowledgements 
 
 This project would not be possible without the aid of several others, the most 
notable of which is the Marion Township Preservation Committee. Their weekend 
cleanup efforts and evening meetings have established a precedent of care that will 
hopefully benefit the future of the township cemeteries. The committee’s membership 
includes: Brad Beal, Tammy Beal, Bob and Susan Beardsley, Karl Bohn, Bob Brown, 
Milt Charboneau, Bob Hanvey, Gene Smith, David Thomas, Suzanne Vogel, Tom, 
Brandyn, and Becca Zielke. 
  
 I also need to thank the township sexton, Tom Lloyd for answering countless 
questions and providing valuable records, as well as Gary Beal for helping to survey the 
cemeteries. The Howell Area Archives have also provided a wealth of information 
regarding the history of the cemeteries and those interred there. Special thanks are needed 
to Milt Charboneau and Duane Zemper for their vast knowledge of local history and 
enthusiastic support. 
 
 Credit also needs to be given to Pam Rietch for her fantastic website 
livgenmi.com, one of the best genealogy and local history websites on the web. Not only 
does she have the complete D.A.R. records transcribed and indexed, but she also has 
images of most of the headstones in Marion Township. Her website also has an index of 
the death records of Livingston County, as well as the 1880 Ellis History of Livingston 
County and plat atlases from 1875, 1895, and 1915. Anyone searching for anything 
remotely related to the history of Livingston County is encouraged to visit her website 
first.    
           
 
 
 
       Brad Beal, P.S. 
       November 19, 2008 
       Grand Rapids, MI 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


